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I want to thank the Government of Jamaica, UNFPA and the Caribbean Network of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (CNPPD) and my fellow members of the Gender Interagency Group for the invitation to this important meeting where we will have the opportunity to share with distinguished parliamentarians of the Caribbean data, thoughts, experiences that we hope will motivate all of us to multiply our efforts to end violence against women and girls.

It is important for the United Nations Secretary General’s UNiTE to End Violence Against Women (VAW) Campaign to have the opportunity to interact with you, officials elected by the people, working for the wellbeing, security and exercise of all human rights of all the people. You are a central part of our democracies and governance and the expectations and trust in your performance is very high.

Your role as parliamentarians proposing, debating and approving laws shapes our societies and relationships. Your work debating and approving budgets for policies and programmes to implement these laws is crucial as is your oversight role of the use of these resources by local and national governments. These decisions and its follow up shape the work of government and to some degree of civil society and society as a whole. It is indeed core to the function of governments and society.
In Latin American and the Caribbean we have a mixed performance regarding the legal frameworks and its implementation in the area of gender equality and violence against women and girls (VAW/G). While all countries in the region have some type of laws with sanctions for violence against women, and all countries have ratified CEDAW and most of them Belem do Para –many in this region have not ratified the CEDAW Protocol and there are delays in reporting- the implementation of these frameworks is still weak. We have in the region countries that are an example of law development with second generation national laws – like in Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela- that shift the emphasis of the law to the duties of the State to have a society where we can all live a life without violence, especially women; but implementation is weak; resulting in lack of prevention, insufficient and sometimes ineffective services for victims and survivors and high rates of impunity which in itself fosters violence by giving a wrong message to the perpetrators and the victims.
Because of their duties Parliaments are called to develop the frameworks and ensure that policies and programmes have a clear positive impact in people’s lives…all people’s lives, not only a few or some…you have the power to address really important issues and shape our societies. Not an easy task but essential for all people, but especially for women and girls so we can live a life free of insecurity and violence, thus a life free of fear.

We women are half of the population of the world. However, nowhere have we had half of the wealth or power, and we have for sure much more than our share of poverty and all types of violence and discrimination. From the insults, blows and rapes to economic and institutional violence. All studies from around the world and our region demonstrate that 50-70% of women in our societies suffer some type of violence in their lifetime because they are women. 
We are especially concerned in this region by the fact that besides having high rates of all types of violence we have in LA the highest rates of femicide in the world in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico, where thousands of women are killed because they are women with an increasing degree of cruelty and sadism, and where women´s bodies are used, like in wartime, to transmit messages to women, men and society overall, of hate and control. And we are also concerned because 3 of the top 10 recorded rape rates in the world occur in the Caribbean, including the top: the Bahamas, St Vincent then Jamaica. 

We need to change this situation. It is not easy but we know how and need to put all our energy, expertise and resources to implement a comprehensive framework that simultaneously stops impunity through strengthening the legal framework and engage government and civil society in its implementation through multi-sectoral comprehensive plans, while we work on preventing VAW/G by changing ourselves, our families and communities; the way we think about being a man and a woman in our societies, fostering equality and the peaceful resolution of conflicts and for this, investment and changes in education and media are essential. 
We need to ensure that in our societies VAW/G stops being “normal” “accepted” “the way things are” and starts being treated as what it is: a crime, a violation of Human Rights. In the words of the Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon: until in all societies and cultures, violence against women is deemed unacceptable, intolerable and unjustifiable, only then we can think of achieving common goals as the MDGs and sustainable human development.

That is the reason the Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon launched in 2008 the UNiTE to End Violence Against Women Campaign as a framework that calls upon all groups in society to get involved, unite, and multiply the efforts to EVAW/G. It calls upon governments, parliamentarians, the judiciary, civil society, private sector, the media but especially men and boys to be creative, to change, and unite to EVAW. The Campaign was launched in 2009 in Guatemala for Latin America and 2010 in the Caribbean where the Caribbean UNiTE Consensus: strengthening accountability and changing culture to EVAW in the Caribbean was reached identifying 27 action points that will make a difference in women and men’s lives and where parliamentarians have an important role to play.
In the case of the Caribbean, as the UNIFEM/ECLAC
 reports notes, while much work has been done in this area, domestic and sexual violence dominates and constrains the lives of too many; the state efforts remain fragmented negatively impacting on access to justice and women’s service organisations feel the pressure of providing services with uncertain state support.

We know that prior to 2010, few countries in this region had developed strategic frameworks for addressing gender-based violence and it was important that the development of Strategic Plans was part of the recommendations of the Task Force on Gender and Poverty to regionalize the MDGs in the CARICOM;, furthermore the inclusion of a new target under MDG goal on gender equality: the development of integrated national action plans to eliminate gender based violence by 2010 is an example to other regions.
 

This is so important because such strategic plans provide the opportunity to identify the service delivery gaps needed for the protection of victims and survivors and highlights the necessary reforms in the justice and security sectors. We are following up the development and implementation of these Strategic multi-sectoral plans that require your involvement and support and that are being developed in eight countries in the Caribbean.
We will present the Secretary General’s UNiTE Campaign tomorrow and we are looking forward to your ideas, deliberations and commitments. We are certain that as Parliamentarians in this region you will give the example of creativity and commitment. In the UNiTE Campaign we know and trust you will multiply the efforts toward the UNiTE Campaign objective: to end violence against women and girls. Your actions both in preventing VAW/G to occur and ending impunity will make a difference in the lives of women and men, girls and boys of this region and the world.

Thank you.
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